


Criminal Law?
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 Both criminal and civil cases involve a
dispute over the rights and responsibilities
of the people involved. ﬂ
1

* In civil matters, the issue Is usually money.

 In acriminal case, however, the defendant
might be ordered to pay a fine or sentenced
to probation, jail or prison, or even death.

* It iIs the possibility of losing life or
liberty that distinguishes criminal
from civil penalties.



Criminal Justice Process

* Police investigation and arrest
* Investigation

 Formal charging
* Pretrial prepagatic
e Trial 4

e Sentenci L

* Appellate re\ \
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Categories of Crime

Infraction: Crimes punishable by a fine. Imprisonment is
prohibited. This includes the violation of traffic regulations.

Misdemeanor: Crimes punishable by less than a year in
county jail.

Felony: A crime punishable by death or by imprisonment for
more than one year is a felony.

Capital offenses: Crimes subject to the death penalty or life in
prison in states that do not have the death penalty

The severity of the punishment imposed is based on the
seriousness of the particular offense.
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FELONY CONMPLAINT ORDER HOLDNNG TO ANSWER -- P.OC.SECTION 872










ePretrial Hearings
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eSettlement or Trial



TRIAL




What is the standard of
proof In criminal cases

« The government has to prove the
defendant guilty “beyond a
reasonable doubt.”

e The defendant does not have
prove anything

« The defendant has an absolu R
and constitutional right not to
Incriminate himself 0N
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PREPONDERANCE OF
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CLEAR AND CONVINCING



REASONABLE DOUBT
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